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The Debutantes of the Year 2023

presents its

EightyThird Annual

White and Red Ball
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Legion of Young Polish Women 
PO Box 56-110 
Chicago, IL 60656 
 
Greetings, 
 
As Governor of the State of Illinois, I am pleased to welcome everyone gathered for the 83rd 
Annual White and Red Ball hosted by the Legion of Young Polish Women. This occasion offers 
an exciting opportunity for everyone in attendance to join fellow members of your association and 
generate ideas that implement solutions. I commend the work you have done to help make Illinois 
a stronger and more enjoyable state. 
 
Our state’s tremendous diversity is our greatest strength, and the work the Legion of Young Polish 
Women does leave a lasting impact on our communities. Illinois is proud to have enjoyed your 
service to our state. As you reflect on your accomplishments, I urge you to make plans for the 
future of your association that will build on your past successes. I am grateful for all the ways your 
organization has supported a strong future for Illinois. 
 
On behalf of the people of Illinois, I offer my best wishes for an enjoyable and memorable 
occasion. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Governor JB Pritzker 

 

leaves a 
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● ●

Cook County Treasurer

Maria Pappas

118 North Clark Street ● Room 212 ● Chicago, IL 60602

www.cookcountytreasurer.com

March 4, 2023

Kathy Lesny Evans
Board President
Legion of Young Polish Women

Dear President Evans:

I am thrilled to offer my best wishes as the Legion of Young Polish Women presents its 
83rd White and Red Ball.

A field of debutants, beautiful and intelligent young women of Polish heritage, will be 
presented as exemplars of Polish culture to an admiring audience at this 2023 Ball.  I 
regard this as a splendid example of the power of Polish culture and the hope of its 
continuance into the future.

The story of the founding of the Legion on September 2, 1939, is astounding – one day 
after Poland was invaded, Helen Lenard-Pieklo and other ladies created an organization 
that sent food and clothing to Polish prisoners of war and widows and orphans in the 
country of their heritage.  Their work saved lives during World War II, and even afterward 
helped Poles scattered around the world by history’s worst war.

The Legion’s work continues today with charity of the highest order:  financial and material 
aid for the Polish needy and ill, scholarships so that the Polish young may be educated 
as they face a difficult world, and more.

Eighty-four years after its birth, the Legion is a triumph of astonishing courage, inspiring 
commitment and sheer human decency.  Please accept my admiration for what the 
Legion has done, and my wishes for it to continue its mission of supporting Polish people 
everywhere.

Sincerely,

Maria Pappas
Cook County Treasurer

:bb     



6

their



7

 

       
Dear Commi�ee of Legion of Young Polish Women, Members, Honored Guests, 
Sponsors, Parents and the Debutantes of the 83rd Annual White and Red Ball, 

Czuję się zaszczycony zaproszeniem do uczestnictwa w dobroczynnej, 
pres�żowej gali ‐ Dorocznym Balu Amarantowym Legionu Młodych Polek w Ameryce. Dziś powitamy tegoroczne 
Debiutantki – reprezentujące młodą generację spośród inteligencji kobiet Polonii – oraz dzielić będziemy się 
naszymi darami z osobami potrzebującymi. 

 Papież Franciszek wzywa każdego z nas do modlitwy i działania. Uczynki miłosierdzia co do duszy i ciała, 
przynaglają nas do miłości bliźniego w naszych myślach i uczynkach. Pokładam wielką nadzieję    w tegorocznych 
Debiutantkach Legionu Młodych Polek w Ameryce, że odpowiedzą na to wezwanie. Wyrazy wdzięczności i dumy 
kieruję do członków Legionu oraz rodzin, wychowujących młode pokolenie kobiet Polonii do prezentowania w 
Chicago najlepszych wartości takich jak dobroczynność, solidarność, współczucie, dobroć, odwaga i duma z 
przynależności do etnicznej grupy. Razem, dążmy do wyrażania wymienionych wartości w naszych codziennych 
działaniach. 

 Zapraszam wszystkich z zaproszonych uczestników i gości 83. Corocznego Balu Amarantowego do 
kontynuowania naszego głębokiego przywiązania do polskiego dziedzictwa, naszej wiary, kultury i patriotyzmu w 
budowaniu Rodziny Polonijnej.  

Niech Bóg błogosławi każdego i każdą z Was, dobre dzieła, których jesteście zaczynem i tych, którym 
służycie! Szczęść Boże! 

*** 

What a joy to celebrate the 83rd Annual White and Red Ball of The Legion of Young Polish Women. 
Tonight, we welcome the Debutantes ‐ the young genera�on of intelligent Polish women ‐ and celebrate the joy 
of sharing our gi�s with those in need. 

We are each called by Pope Francis to prayer and to ac�on. The spiritual and corporal works of mercy 
impel us to love our neighbor in our thoughts and in our deeds. I place great hope in the Debutantes of The Legion 
of Young Polish Women to answer that call. I am thankful and proud that the Legion’s members and families are 
raising young Polish women to present to Polonia of Chicago the best values of charity, solidarity, compassion, 
generosity, courage and ethnic pride. Together, let us express these a�ributes in our ac�ons every day. 

I invite each of the a�endees and guests of the 83rd Annual White and Red Ball to con�nue our deep 
loyalty to our Polish heritage, our faith, culture and patrio�sm as we con�nue to build the family of Polonia.  

May God bless each of you, the good works that you do and those whom you serve!  
 
 
 
        Most Rev. Andrew P. Wypych, D.D. 
        Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago 

 
www.catholicleaguepolonia.org 

Praised be Jesus Christ, Now and Forever 
Niech będzie pochwalony Jezus Chrystus! 
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JACLYN KRYSINSKI

Ball Chair                                                             

KATHY LESNY EVANS
President

 

BOZENNA HASZLAKIEWICZ

Ball Co-Chair                                                             
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Legion of Young Polish Women 

 *Denotes former Debutante

OFFICERS

President ........................................................................................................................ Kathy Lesny Evans
Vice President..................................................................................................................... Sylvia Tolczyk 
Treasurer........................................................................................................................ Gabriela Wojdyła
Recording Secretary ............................................................................................... Alexandra Gołota
Membership Director............................................................................ Peggy Tancula Vignocchi
Technical Director ............................................................................................... Barbara Makowski

ADVISORY BOARD 

Maria Bronny Ciesla
Mary Sendra Anselmo

Lucie Bucki
Bozenna Haszlakiewicz

Barbara I. Ciepiela

BALL COMMITTEE

Mary Sendra Anselmo*     Kinga Korpacz
Kamila Bochenek*      Marianne Kobos Kozelka*
Katarzyna Bochnak      Anna Krysinski
Lucie Bucki       Jaclyn Krysinski*
Aneta Ciepiela*      Jolanta Kulka
Barbara I. Ciepiela      Pauline Kulka*
Diana Ciepiela*      Barbara Makowski*
Maeve Ciesla*      Patrycja Sporschill Milosevic*
Maria Bronny Ciesla*     Edyta Mosz
Elizabeth Cioromski     Marianna Mosz*
Alexandra Ciesla Cornwell*    Anna Nannini
Cherilyn Smoron Denisiuk*    Amanda Orlowski*
Kathy Lesny Evans*     Sharon Orlowski
Cherie Orzech Farrell*     Katarzyna Pawlusiewicz
Emilia Gibes       Maya Pawlusiewicz*
Bozenna Haszlakiewicz     Maria Bełciak Śnieżek
Anna Kosarzecki Incledon*    Sylvia Tolczyk*
Mia Incledon*      Lianna Wisneski*
Christina Jasinski     Gabriela Wojdyła
Violetta Kolcan     Eliza Wszołek*
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2023 White and Red Ball 
Half past five o’clock 
 Debutante Receiving Line at the Grand Staircase 
 Cocktails in the Normandie Lounge 
Seven o’clock 
 Dinner in the Grand Ballroom 
 Welcome by Kathy Lesny Evans 
 National Anthems performed by the Debutantes and Dancers 
 Invocation by Most Rev. Bishop Andrew P. Wypych D.D. 
Eight o’clock 
 Polonez performed by Legion Members introduced by Cherilyn Denisiuk, Debutante 1988 
Half past nine o’clock 
 Introduction of Master of Ceremonies by Jaclyn Krysinski 
 Presentation of 2023 Debutantes and Charity Rose Appeal by Małgorzata Kot  
Eleven o’clock 
 Announcement of Ball Queen by Kathy Lesny Evans 
 Crowning of Ball Queen by Kayla Wisneski, Queen 2022 
Half past eleven o’clock 

 Biały Mazur performed by Post Debutantes introduced by Sylvia Tolczyk, Debutante 2017   
 

Menu 
TToo  BBeeggiinn……  

Creamy Potato Fennel Soup en Croute 
 

FFoolllloowweedd  bbyy……  
Bouquet of Bibb, Lola Rosa, Arugula, Frisèe and Watercress, Spiced Cinnamon Apple Slices, Wedges of 

Brie Cheese, Candied Cashews, Asparagus Spears and Mostarda 
Champagne Vinaigrette 

 
IInntteerrmmeezzzzoo……  

Blood Orange Sorbet with Silver Leaf Flakes and Blueberries 
  

TThhee  MMaaiinn  CCoouurrssee……  
Filet Mignon topped with Peppercorn Sauce, Goat Cheese Mashed Potatoes,  
Sautéed Spinach, Haricot Vert and Red Pepper Purple Potato Truffle Puree 

 
Pan Seared Halibut topped with Red Pepper Cream Sauce, Goat Cheese Mashed Potatoes, Sautéed 

Spinach, Grilled Zucchini, Yellow Squash, Carrots and  
Yellow Pepper, Purple Potato Truffle Puree 

 
Gluten Free, Dairy Free Sweet Potato Quinoa Cakes, Topped with Dill Cream Sauce 

Sautéed Spinach, Grilled Zucchini, Yellow Squash, Carrots and Red Pepper 
Butternut Squash Puree 

 
SSoommeetthhiinngg  SSwweeeett……  

Opera Cake 
Almond Chocolate Cake, Dulce de Leche Mousse, Caramel Ganache 

Paired with Pumpkin Crème Brulee  
Dusted with Red Powder, Silver Flakes, Apricots and Strawberries 

 
Freshly Brewed Coffee, Decaffeinated Coffee and Tea 

 
WWiinnee  SSeerrvviiccee  

Proverb Chardonnay, Proverb Pinot Noir 
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MISTRESS OF CEREMONIES

Małgorzata Kot

Born in Bogoria, Poland, to Elżbieta and Czeslaw Brudek; mother of Arthur and Tomasz. Kot moved to 
Chicago on October 1,1994. Since 1995, she is employed by the Polish Museum of America (PMA). As 
Head Librarian, she undertook the continued cataloging of the collection and oversaw its expansion; one 
of her greatest successes was cataloging over 20,000 volumes, made readily available to an ever growing 
Library patron base.

As PMA Managing Director, Małgorzata Kot collaborates with the full board, and supervises employees, 
interns, and volunteers. She is active in museum-wide planning and cooperates with private donors and 
organizations to obtain funding in support of PMA operations. She helped introduce new technologies to 
the PMA; initiated multiple restoration programs; and oversaw several significant exhibitions, including: 
Art of Nikifor Krynicki: Watercolors from the collection of Alfons Karny (2015); Zdzislaw Beksinski: A Tale 
Told by Shadows (2017); Polonia Goes to War: 100 Years of Poland’s Independence (2018); and Polish Imagi-
nation: The World of Tomorrow Polish Pavilion at the 1939 New York World’s Fair (2019). With the PMA as 
such an integral part of her professional identity, Kot supports its mission thoroughly. 

Małgorzata Kot cooperates with many organizations and institutions in Poland, including among others: 
Ministries of Culture and National Heritage and Foreign Affairs, Polonika - The National Institute of Pol-
ish Cultural Heritage Abroad, Senate, and National Museums. In the United States and in Chicago, Kot 
cooperates with many Polonian organizations, Chicago Cultural Alliance, Chicago History Museum, and 
other professional organizations. 

Małgorzata Kot has authored or contributed to several publications: The History of the Polish-American 
Medical Society: 1946-1996 (1996); The Polish Museum of America: History and Collections: Guide (2003); 
Kustosze księgozbiorów polskich za granicą (2013); Polish-American Medical Society: 75th Anniversary 
(2021); Kierunek Ameryka (2022); as well as numerous commemorative texts and news articles about the 
PMA published in Polish, American, and Polonian press. 

Recognitions:

•    Officer’s Cross of the Order of Merit of the Republic of Poland (2019)
•     Decoration of Honor Meritorious for Polish Culture (2007), Ministry of Culture and National Heritage
•    Medal Stulecia Odzyskanej Niepodległości (2019), President of the Republic of Poland
•    Person of the Year (2016), Dziennik Związkowy, Chicago
•   “Polonus” Award, Activist of the Year (2015), Wietrzne Radio Polski FM, Chicago
•    Civilian Person of the Year Award (2022), Polish American Police Association of Illinois
•    Nagroda za pracę na rzecz Polonii (2023), Stowarzyszenie Dziennikarzy Polskich w Ameryce – Polish      
      Journalists Association in America 

In her personal time, Małgorzata Kot enjoys spending time with loved ones and friends.  Her hobbies in-
clude singing, reading, writing, cooking, traveling, sailing, crocheting and gardening.

Małgorzata Kot is a graduate of Jan Kochanowski Pedagogical 
University, Kielce, Poland (presently Holy Cross University), 
with a Master in Polish Philology (1994) and Dominican Uni-
versity, River Forest, Illinois, Master in Library and Informa-
tion Science (2013). 
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PODZIĘKOWANIE

Witamy Państwa na 83-cim Balu Amarantowym Legionu Młodych Polek oraz na 77-ej pre-
zentacji Debiutantek.  Państwa dzisiejsza obecność zachęca nas do kontynuowania wielolet-
niej filantropijnej działalności, która wspiera inicjatywy charytatywne, edukacyjne i kultural-
ne w skali lokalnej, krajowej jak i międzynarodowej.

Gratulujemy tegorocznym Debiutantkom! Wasza ciężka praca i poświęcenie dla naszej orga-
nizacji są godne pochwały. To dzięki Wam, kochane Debiutantki, Legion Młodych Polek jest 
w stanie działać dla dobra całej Polonii.  Niech przyjaźnie które zawarłyście przez tych parę 
ostatnich miesięcy oraz wspomnienia z tego doniosłego wieczoru towarzyszą Wam przez całe 
życie. 

Dziękujemy Rodzicom, którzy dziś z duma prezentują swoje córki, poświęcali czas w niedziel-
ne poranki na próby i wielogodzinne przygotowania oraz wspierają naszą organizacje finan-
sowo.  Legion Młodych Polek jest Państwu wdzięczny za kultywowanie polskiego dziedzictwa, 
współtworzenie tradycji a poprzez udział w balu, przekazywanie córkom polskich korzeni 
wzbogacając ich osobowość.

Wydarzenie takiej rangi wymaga pracy wielu oddanych i utalentowanych członkiń naszej or-
ganizacji, jak i wielu osób związanych z Legionem przez wiele długich lat. Jesteśmy niezmier-
nie wdzięczni za zaangażowanie tym, którzy poświęcili swój czas i dzielili się ogromem wie-
dzy, przyczyniając się do sukcesu naszego Balu.   Dziękujemy!

Szczególne podziękowania kierujemy naszym sponsorom, którzy w różnej formie hojnie 
wspierali nasz Bal. Legion Młodych Polek wielce docenia relacje medialne w różnych stacjach 
radiowych i telewizyjnych oraz w prasie.  Wsparcie medialne, rozgłos, którym otaczacie Bal 
Amarantowy jest niezmiernie ważne i co roku, bardzo owocne, a to, pozwala nam na rozsze-
rzanie naszej działalności dobroczynnej.

Życzymy Państwu udanego wieczoru.  Dziękujemy, że jesteście z nami aby upamiętnić kolejny 
sukces naszej organizacji. Mamy nadzieję, że spotkamy się z Państwem ponownie, 2 marca 
2024 roku podczas 84-ego Balu Amarantowego, na który serdecznie w imieniu Zarządu oraz 
wszystkich Członkiń Legionu Młodych Polek zapraszamy.

Jaclyn Krysinski, Przewodnicząca Balu
Bozenna Haszlakiewicz, Co-Chair

Kathy Lesny Evans, Prezes Legionu Młodych Polek

RÓŻE NA CELE CHARYTATYWNE
Tradycja naszego Balu jest wręczanie gościom, uczestnikom Balu kwiatu róży przez nasze 
wspaniałe Debiutantki.  Zebrane donacje z kwiatów będą doliczone do głównej zebranej kwo-
ty przez poszczególna Debiutantkę.  Dziękujemy i liczymy na Państwa szczodrość.

Mówi się, że róża jest królową kwiatów. Królowa Balu natomiast, zostaje ta Debiutantka, która 
po wliczeniu donacji z zebranych róż oraz donacji z ogłoszeń w książce pamiątkowej uzyska 
najwięcej funduszy.
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IN APPRECIATION

Welcome to the 83rd White and Red Ball and the 77th anniversary of our annual presentation of 
Debutantes.  Your presence tonight encourages us to continue our long-standing philanthropic 
mission, which supports cultural, charitable, and educational causes locally, nationally, and in-
ternationally.

Congratulations to the 2023 Debutantes!  Your hard work and dedication to the Legion is com-
mendable and without it, we would not be able to continue to thrive as an organization that 
exists for the benefit of all of Polonia.  May the wonderful friendships you formed and the cher-
ished memories of this evening last throughout your lifetime!

We would like to thank the parents who present their daughters this evening, for donating their 
financial support, time, effort, and Sunday mornings to the Legion of Young Polish Women.  We 
are grateful to you for encouraging your daughters to embrace their Polish heritage and be a part 
of this tradition and magnificent Ball.

An event of this magnitude requires the work of many dedicated and talented volunteer mem-
bers of the organization.  A very special thank you to everyone who dedicated their time and 
provided an extraordinary amount of expertise to make this Ball a success.  It cannot be done 
without you, and you are appreciated more than you’ll ever know.

We especially thank our sponsors who generously contribute to different facets of the Ball to 
ensure that we are able to maintain the elegance of this beautiful custom.  The Legion of Young 
Polish Women is very grateful for the media coverage we receive from various radio, TV stations 
and newspapers.  We value your broadcasts to the public about the White and Red Ball and our 
philanthropic causes.

We wish you all an enjoyable evening.  Thank you for being here with us to celebrate this exciting 
milestone in our organization’s history.  We hope to see you again next year on March 2, 2024 for 
our 84th White and Red Ball.

Jaclyn Krysinski, Ball Chair
Bozenna Haszlakiewicz, Ball Co-Chair

Kathy Lesny Evans, Legion President

A ROSE FOR CHARITY

Following the presentation ceremony, the Debutantes will circulate the ballroom to offer roses 
to our guests in return for donations.  We sincerely hope that you find it in your heart to be gen-
erous during this long-standing tradition of the White and Red Ball.

Tonight’s Queen of the Ball is determined by the combined proceeds each Debutante raised in 
addition to the roses she is offering this evening.  
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The melody of this Polonez is “A Farewell to the Homeland” (“Pożegnanie Ojczyzny”) by Michał 

Kleofas Ogiński (1765-1833), a Polish nobleman, senator, diplomat, and composer. Ogiński composed 

the haunting melody of this Polonez when he left Poland for Italy after the unsuccessful Kosciuszko 

Uprising of 1794.

The Polonez traditionally opens formal state or social events in Polish society. The Polonez originated in 

Wielkopolska and in its earliest form it was known as Pieszy, a Wolny or Chodzony. When the nobility 

danced the Polonez at the royal court, they arranged themselves according to rank. The leader of the 

dance, or “Wodzirej”, directed the procession of couples through the rooms of the castle, encouraging all 

to join. As this dance of the Polish nobility became popular throughout Europe, the French court named 

the dance for its place of origin. Hence, the Danse Polonaise became the official opening of many court 

balls in royal and noble houses.

Tonight’s Polonez  is danced by the Ball Chair, Ball Co-Chair, a President and the Ball Committee 

members representing an integration of multiple generations of women. These ladies, along with their 

partners, are proud to continue this elegant tradition of the past, and welcome you to the White and Red 

Ball.

POLONEZ

Jaclyn Krysinski  Richard Owsiany

Bozenna Haszlakiewicz Andy Haszlakiewicz

Kathy Lesny Evans  Wes Evans

Sylvia Tolczyk   Nicholas Jop

Gabriela Wojdyła  Joseph Havey

Pauline Kulka   Josh Hribar

Kinga Korpacz  Daniel Suszczynski

Violette Kolcan  Mathew Rigo

Amanda Orlowski  Konrad Ochwat

Kamila Bochenek  Piotr Chmielewski

Cherie Orzech Farrell  Adam Wojciechowski

Elizabeth Cioromski  Nicholas Cioromski
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The Mazur is a fiery, emotional dance originating in the Mazowsze region of central Poland. The music of 

the Mazur has inspired many composers to write variations known as mazurkas. One of these composi-

tions, “Mazurek Dąbrowskiego” became the Polish national anthem.

The Mazur expresses all the verve and spirit embodied in its lively music. Various choreographed dance 

figures are traditionally incorporated into the dance. The “Krakowski” presents trios composed of two 

women and a man, who urge a pair of single men to perform greater dancing feats in order to impress 

the audience. During the “Odbijany”, a young woman is besieged by men, who wish to dance with her. She 

dances with one and then another and then coyly returns to her original place, leaving behind many 

frustrated partners who caught her attention only for a moment.

Like the Polonez, the Mazur was very popular at courts and manor houses of the nobility and the gentry. 

As it spread beyond the boundaries of Poland, it was adopted by many as a popular social dance. 

In the United States, it was popular as the Varsovienne in the late 1800s.

The Biały Mazur is traditionally danced as the white streaks of dawn begin to appear in the sky. At the 

White and Red Ball, the Mazur is performed by post-debutantes and their partners.

BIAŁY MAZUR

Kayla Grace Wisneski  Piotr Chmielewski

Klaudia Jarek   Kacper Koszarek

Eliza Wszołek   Konrad Ochwat

Mia Incledon   Karol Chmielewski

Maya Pawlusiewicz  Adam Ciecierski

Maeve Ciesla   Damian Dubiel

Alexandria Grudek  Michał Mosz

Julia Walczak   Kamil Pilecki

Marlena Hadas  Oliver Sowula

Olivia Bochnak  Matt Szabla

Marianna Mosz  Filipe Ogórek

Jennifer Rigo-Wojnicka Daniel Baginski
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The White and Red Ball remains the Legion’s major source of fundraising.  As one 
of Polonia’s most important social events, the Ball encourages ethnic pride in the 
young people who attend.  We are proud of these former debutantes, who, as 
members, enable the Legion to carry on its charitable  and cultural activities. 
 

k 

 

Kimberly Boyle Anderson  Marianne Kobos Kozelka

Mary Sendra Anselmo  Jaclyn Krysinski

Kamila Bochenek   Pauline Kulka

Olivia Bochnak    Marta Lodyga

Kathleen Spiewak Boyle  Basia Makowski

Megan Boyle    Karen Skaja Martineau

Rachel Carlson    H. Christine Kolaski Matuszczak

Barbara Kasprzycki Chalko  Renata Bielowicz Moore

Aneta Ciepiela    Kasia Mossakowski

Diana Ciepiela    Marianna Mosz

Maeve Ciesla    Theresa Cowell O’Connell

Maria Bronny Ciesla   Amanda Orlowski

Alexandra Ciesla Cornwell  Maya Pawlusiewicz

Loriann Smoron Crossley  Basia Mossakowski Przytula

Cherilyn Smoron Denisiuk  Jennifer Rigo-Wojnicka

Kamila Wilczek Drath  Francesca Rogozinski

Kathy Lesny Evans   Barbara Sergeant Rustik

Cherie Orzech Farrell   Elizabeth Tancula

Alexandra Golota   Sylvia Tolczyk

Marlena Hadas    Jessica Vignocchi

Elizabeth Ciesla Hodgson  Julia Walczak

Madeleine Hodgson   Anusia Dickow Williams

Anna Kosarzecki Incledon  Alexandria Winsor

Mia Incledon    Kayla Wisneski

Ewa Inglot     Kimberly Smoron Wisneski

Patricia Jamrozowicz   Lianna Wisneski

Klaudia Jarek    Eliza Wszolek

JoAnna Nannini Juarez  Kaya Wzorek
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On September 1, 1939 the German army invaded Poland, an act of aggression that began WWII. On 

September 2, a group of young women in Chicago, determined to aid the war-affected people of 

Poland, met at the home of Helen Lenard and the Legion of Young Polish Women was born. 

Thank you to all of the Past Presidents who have served to continue to keep the spirit and the mission 

of the Legion of Young Polish Women alive for 84 years and still going strong! 

Honorary President: Helen Lenard Pieklo *ƚ  1980-82 Stephanie Jagielski ƚ 

1939-44 Adela Preyss *ƚ  1982-84 Wanda Kass ƚ 
1944-46 Helen Skubikowski *ƚ  1984-86 Maria Krakowski ƚ 
1946-48 Eleanora Bochnik Strzalka *ƚ  1986-88 Maria Chudzinski ƚ 
1948-50 Henryka Grajeswska *ƚ  1988-90 Maria Bronny Ciesla 

1950-51 Helen Skubikowski *ƚ  1990-92 Christine Cioromski Marsh 

1951-52 Helen Zawistaowicz Millar *ƚ  1992-94 Lucie T. Bucki 

1952-54 Bernice Bochnik ƚ  1994-96 Joan Kosinski ƚ 
1954-56 Lily Ann Byczkowski *ƚ  1996-98 Mary Sendra Anselmo 

1956-58 Eugenia Linder Putyra ƚ  1998-2000 Grażyna Migała 

1958-60 Anna Migon Bennett ƚ  2000-02 Shirley L. Dudzinski 

1960-62 Eugenia Miczko ƚ  2002-04 Barbara P. Ciepiela 

1962-64 Florence Kubacki ƚ  2004-06 Mary Sendra Anselmo 

1964-66 Władysława Chałko ƚ  2006-08 Lucille Gutowski 

1966-68 Sabina Jakubowski ƚ  2008-10 Teresa Sinkowski 

1968-70 Regina Jakubowski ƚ  2010-12 Teresa Skawski 

1970-72 Helen Kempa ƚ  2012-April Lucie T. Bucki 

1972-74 Nina Busse ƚ  April 2013-13 Shirley L. Dudzinski 

1974-76 Helen Raczyński ƚ  2013-15 Mary Sendra Anselmo 

1976-78 Grażyna Cioromski ƚ  2015-17 Bozenna Haszlakiewicz 

1978-80 Alice Żurek ƚ  2017-19 Barbara I. Ciepiela 

   2019- Kathy Lesny Evans 

*Charter Member ƚ Deceased 
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Bouquet Sponsors

White Rose Sponsors

Single Rose Sponsors

Scholarship

THE LEGION OF YOUNG POLISH WOMEN GRATEFULLY 

ACKNOWLEDGES THE CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE 

FOLLOWING: 
 

  

 
 

 

   DEBUTANTE TEA HOSTS 
All Saints Cathedral Parish PNCC 

Goossen Family 

Krysinski Family 

Kulka Family 

Pawlusiewicz Family 

 

MEDIA 

WPNA 103.1 FM Jacek Niemczyk, General Manager 

Polskie Radio 1030AM 1300AM 104.7FM 107.1FM 

“Voice of Congress” – Walter Bochenek – WEUR 1490 AM 

Radio Deon WNWI 1080 AM – Sławomir Budzik, General Manager 
Emilia Sadaj/Andrzej Baraniak – WNWI 1080 AM  

Radio dla Ciebie” – Zygmunt Rygiel – WCPY 92.7 FM 

Ojciec Zbigniew Pieńkosz – “Radio Maryja” 

TV Polvision 62.1 – Jola Santocka, Manager 

TV TRWAM  

Andrzej Baraniak 

Biały Mazur Dancers

Dziennik Związkowy

Sławomir Budzik, General Manager

Ojciec Zbigniew Pieńkosz 

TV TRWAM 

Andrzej Baraniak 

Andrzej Brach  

Marzena Abrahamik 

Tygodnik Program  
 

 

Polonez Dancers 

Biały Mazur Dancers 

Our Many Other Generous Benefactors 
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The Legion of Young Polish Women 

Gratefully Appreciates the Support from Our Sponsors 

 

Bouquet Sponsor     Red Rose Sponsor  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

White Rose Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Single Rose Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



20

OUR ACHIEVEMENTS AND ENDEAVORS

On September 2, 2023, the Legion of Young Polish Women, Legion Młodych Polek, will celebrate 
eighty-four years of uninterrupted philanthropy. This outstanding achievement would not have been 
possible without the insight of Helen Lenard Piekło and a group of her friends. Founded on Septem-
ber 2, 1939, their initial purpose was to help the people of Poland in their time of need. These vision-
ary women and those who followed their volunteer path have solicited and donated over $2 million 
to many worthy causes. 

The first White and Red Ball, Bal Amarantowy, was held in October 1939. A historic dimension was 
added in 1945 by incorporating the Presentation of Debutantes - the first “en masse” presentation ever 
held in the United States. Tonight, we are celebrating our 77th Debutante presentation. 
This evening, our beautiful Debutantes join 589 past Debutantes in this lovely and elegant tradition. 
The White and Red Ball would not be possible without the continued assistance from Legion mem-
bers and the generous help of its Debutantes, their families, friends, and the business community. 
During World War II, the Legion was able to send food and clothing to Polish prisoners of war and 
was able to deliver medical equipment, hospital beds, and ambulances to the Polish Army Hospital in 
Great Britain. The end of the War and the occupation of Poland by an oppressive communist regime 
created an even greater need. Assistance was given to the Polish Veterans in Italy, the Polish Mission 
in Argentina, the Polish Library in Paris, and the Sikorski Institute in London. The Legion supported 
Solidarność, the Solidarity Movement, by providing financial aid for the purchase of food, clothing, 
and medicine. The Legion’s “Medical Supplies to Poland” Project provided over $88,000 in supplies to 
smaller Polish clinics.  

The Legion continues to ensure that Polish culture, heritage, and traditions remain an integral part of 
its ethnically diverse country. It financially assisted in the establishment of the Chair of Polish Lan-
guage and Literature at the University of Chicago and supported the Loyola University Chicago Pol-
ish Studies Program. It continues its support of the Gift from the Heart Foundation, Dom Samotnej 
Matki, and various other organizations. The Legion has supported The Polish Museum of America by 
providing financial assistance in the preservation of the maps of Poland, the Kosciuszko Letters of the 
American Revolution, and the Ignacy Paderewski Room, just to name a few. It has financially support-
ed the Polish Resistance (AK) Foundation and the production of documentaries about Polish World 
War II heroine, Irena Sendler, “In the Name of Their Mothers” and “The Officer’s Wife” about the 
Katyń Forest Massacre. The Legion is proud to have been a benefactor of the “Peace Through Music 
- In the Spirit of John Paul II” Concert, performed by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and Chorus.  
For many years, the Legion has supported the young people and the Polish American community 
through substantial contributions to Harcerstwo, the Polish Scouting Association, Polish language 
schools, Polish folk-dance troupes, and the scholarship funds of the Knights of Dabrowski’s “Crusade 
for Education” and the Council of Educators in Polonia. 

In 2022, the Legion helped organize, along with the Polish American Medical Society Junior Board, 
the Ukraine Relief Drive with donations of clothing, baby formula & diapers, over the counter med-
icines, and other much needed supplies. Members helped pack over 1,600 boxes, 35 tons, that were 
shipped to Poland.  

The Legion’s concerns reach beyond its ethnic scope, as evidenced by many gifts of in-kind donations 
to various food pantries, women’s shelters, hospitals, veterans, animal shelters, and children’s charities. 
The Legion of Young Polish Women is forever grateful to all those who made eighty-four years of 
uninterrupted philanthropy possible.  Bóg Zapłać.
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The Legion of Young Polish Women  
Would Like to Thank: 

Richard Owsiany, Choreographer  
Anna Stanielun, Rehearsal Piano Accompanist  

Anthony Kawalkowski and the Anthony Kawalkowski Orchestra 
Wojtek Zalog and Jola Kowalik –  Art Vision, LLC  

Victor Studio  
Agnes Flowers  
Montrose Deli  

Emanuele Tuxedo  

Hair and Makeup by Serenity Beauty Studio  
Maven Hairsculpting by Maggie Balon 

Makeup by Renata Dabrowska
Skaja Funeral Home  

Hilton Chicago 
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Treasurer’s Report of Contributions – 2022 
  

$5,600 
$5,090 
$5,000 
$5,000 
$4,060 
$3,420 
$2,250 

Dziennik Związkowy $2,000 
$1,500 
$1,500 

Zespół Juchasi $1,500 
$1,090 
$1,000 

$975 
$950 
$780 
$770 
$600 
$600 
$600 
$500 
$500 
$500 
$500 
$500 
$500 

Polska Szkoła im. Juliusza Słowackiego $500 
$450 
$400 

Jan Karski Polish School $400 
$300 
$200 
$200 

Stow. Przyjaciół Ułanów Polskich im. Gen. T. Kościuszki $190 
$150 
$100 

St. Joseph’s Leprosy Patients Society $100 
$80 

 
 

$50,355 

Polish Museum of America        $5,600
Polonia Song & Dance Ensemble       $5,090
Gold Star Mission         $5,000
Help Heroes of Ukraine        $5,000
Dar Serca          $4,060
WICI Song and Dance Company       $3,420
Southwest Center of Polish Song and Dance      $2,250
Dziennik Związkowy         $2,000
Lajkonik Dance Troupe        $1,500
Lechici Dancers         $1,500
Zespół Juchasi          $1,500
Polish American Congress - Illinois Division      $1,090
Ronald McDonald House Charities       $1,000
Mam Marzenie, Make A Wish Foundation     $1,000
Polish American Police Association          $975
Alliance of Polish Clubs           $950
From the Heart Musical Productions          $780
Polish American Chamber of Commerce         $770
Maria Konopnicka Adult Culture Group - PRCUA $600
Polish American Medical Society $600
Stowarzyszenie Dziennikarzy Polskich w Ameryce $600
Catholic League for Religious Assistance $500
Children’s Advocacy Center $500
Kolbe School of Polish Language $500
Loyola Polish Student Alliance $500
Maryville Crisis Center $500
Parafia Borzaniec $500
Polska Szkoła im. Juliusza Słowackiego $500
Chicago Society of the Polish National Alliance $450
The Chicago Clubs $400
Jan Karski Polish School $400
Advocates Society $300
Committee for the Blind of Poland $200
Gwiazda Polarna $200
Stow. Przyjaciół Ułanów Polskich im. Gen. T. Kościuszki $190
Copernicus Foundation $150
Polish Institute of Arts & Sciences of America $100
St. Joseph’s Leprosy Patients Society $100
Polish American Foundation $80
 
TOTAL $51,355

Dziennik Związkowy

Zespół Juchasi

Polska Szkoła im. Juliusza Słowackiego

Jan Karski Polish School

Stow. Przyjaciół Ułanów Polskich im. Gen. T. Kościuszki

St. Joseph’s Leprosy Patients Society

 
The Legion of Young Polish Women is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization.  In accordance with its by-laws, all 

donation requests will be considered only when submitted on letterhead stationery by a not-for-profit organization. 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































